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Registration

• Registration Access Schedule: Fall 2023 Registration Access Schedule: 
Academics: Loyola University Chicago (luc.edu)

• Registration timeslots are determined by credits earned. The classes 
you are currently taken are not included in this calculation.

• Honors students have priority registration. This means that they are 
able to register first in their class standing (freshmen, sophomore, 
junior, senior). For example, Honors Freshmen register before the rest 
of Loyola's Freshmen.

• Rising Sophomores have the hardest time registering for Honors 
classes, and this problem is most acute for Fall registration. Rest 
assured that you will have other opportunities to get your program 
requirements in. 

• Graduating Seniors needing to get into closed courses should contact 
the Program Director, Prof. Strain (vstrain@luc.edu). 

• Because small class sizes are an important feature of the educational 
experience offered in the Honors Program, class caps are only raised 
in exceptional circumstances. Professors and Advisors play no role in 
approving student requests to open a closed course. 

https://www.luc.edu/academics/schedules/fall/access_schedule.shtml
mailto:vstrain@luc.edu


Advising

The Office of First and Second Year Advising provides the following services to Loyola first 
and second year students:

• Advising Appointments - Students may schedule 30-minute one-on-one appointments 
with their assigned academic advisor throughout the school year and during some breaks. 
Appointments are appropriate for in-depth conversations about major/minor 
discernment, academic difficulties, future course planning, and more.  Use Navigate to 
schedule your appointments:  www.luc.edu/navigate.

• Express Advising - Students may utilize express advising for quick questions that can be 
resolved in about 10 minutes, such as a policy clarification, assistance enrolling in or 
dropping a course, etc. Express advising is offered during specific windows, and students 
will speak with the first available advisor. More information about joining express advising 
can be found on our homepage at www.luc.edu/fsya.

Students in their third year of study and beyond:

• Students can receive academic recommendations from their academic advisor in their 
home School or College.

• For information on specific courses, programs, research opportunities, and internships, 
students can reach out to their faculty advisor.

• School/college and faculty advisor information can be found on Navigate.  All students 
may schedule appointments with their assigned academic advisor using Navigate, which 
is accessible at www.luc.edu/navigate (Navigate tutorial) or using the Navigate Student 
App (Navigate app tutorial), which can be downloaded from the Apple Store and Google 
Play.

https://www.luc.edu/fsya/index.shtml
http://www.luc.edu/navigate
http://www.luc.edu/fsya
http://www.luc.edu/navigate


PROGRAM REQUIRMENTS

- You cannot use transfer credits 
(including AP credits) in lieu of 
Honors course requirements. 

- S t u d en t s  c a n  t a k e  2 0 3 ,  
2 0 4 ,  a n d  t h e  A r e a  St u d i es  
c o u r s es  i n  a n y  o r d e r  t h e y  
d e s i r e .

- Students must earn a grade of C 
or better in each course to receive 
credit in the Honors program. 

- Students must have a cumulative 
GPA of 3.33 at time of graduation 
to receive the Honors distinction. 

- E d u c a t i on  s t u d en t s  a r e  
e xe m p t  f r o m  h a v i n g  t o  
t a k e  H O N R  2 0 3

- E n g i n e e r i ng  s t u d en t s  a r e  
e xe m p t  f r o m  h a v i n g  t o  
t a k e  H O N R  2 0 4

- Honors students are given the 
opportunity to take 300-level 
history courses instead of a 100-
level or Core History course

Course Term/Year Credits

Honors 101 and D101 Fall FR Year 6

Honors 102 and D102 Spring FR Year 6

Honors 203: The US Experience Any time after 1st year 3

Honors 204: Science and 
Society

Any time after 1st year 3

Area Studies 1:
HONR 208, 209, 210, 212,  or 
216

Any time after 1st year 3

Area Studies 2:
Note: you cannot take 2 
sections of the same course for 
program credit

Any time after 1st year 3

Honors 301: Capstone
Moral Responsibility

2nd semester of Junior year or 
either semester Senior year

3



Honors & Core

For more 
information:

https://www.luc.edu
/honors/academics/t
hehonorsprograman
dtheuniversitycore/

100-level Honors

• Upon successful completion of HONR 101 and HONR D101, the following Core requirements are waived: Philosophical Knowledge 
(3 cr.), Theological & Religious Studies Knowledge (3 cr.).

• Upon successful completion of HONR 102 and HONR D102, the following Core requirements are waived: Artistic Knowledge & 
Experience (3 cr.); Literary Knowledge & Experience (3 cr.).

• Upon successful completion of HONR 101, D101, 102, and D102, the requirement for UCWR 110 is waived. 

200-level Honors Courses

Honors students who successfully complete all four 200-level Honors course requirements, regardless of the letters attached to the 
course numbers, will receive four Core waivers as follows:

• Tier 2 Historical Knowledge

• Tier 2 Societal and Cultural Knowledge

• Tier 2 Literary Knowledge and Experience

• Tier 2 Scientific

Please note: The letters (A, B, C, D) are irrelevant. You must complete ALL FOUR 200-level Honors course requirements before the 
four Core credits are waived.

300-level Honors Capstone: Moral Responsibility

• Upon the successful completion of HONR 301, the Core requirement for Ethics (3 cr.) is waived.

Engaged Learning in the Honors Program

• HONR 290: The Literacy Center does not satisfy any requirements within the Honors program, but it can be taken to satisfy the 
Engaged Learning (3 cr.) requirement.

Be aware that you will be required to fulfill the Quantitative Core requirement outside of the Honors Program. 

https://www.luc.edu/honors/academics/thehonorsprogramandtheuniversitycore/


Fall 2023 Tim
etable

The HONR 101 Lecture Course (class number 1042) will be held MoWeFr, from 12:35-1:25. All Honors night classes begin at 4:15, and run to 6:45pm one night a week, or to 5:30 two nights a week.

MoWeFr 203 US 204 Sci & Soc 210 Africa 209 Asia 216 Europe 208 Latin Am. 212 Middle East 301 Capstone

8:15-9:05
9:20-10:10
10:25-11:15 Sholar 2170
11:30-12:20 Sholar 4231
12:35-1:25 Ali 4563
1:40-2:30 Sholar 3166 Tomaselli 3391
2:45-3:35 Ramsey 4564 Sholar 4155

Evening 203 US Experience 204 Sci & Soc 210 Africa 209 Asia 216 Europe 208 Latin Am. 212 Middle East 301 Capstone

M
Tu Pintchman 2474
We Kim 6060
Th Jules 6689 Pintchman 2474
Fr

All Honors night classes run from 4:15 to 6:45pm, one night a week.

Off Grid
HONR 290 LUC Literacy Center Prof. Heckman Class Number: 1051 MoTuWeTh 5:30pm to 7:00pm

TuTh 203 US Experience 204 Sci & Soc 210 Africa 209 Asia 216 Europe 208 Latin Am. 212 Middle East 301 Capstone

8:30-9:45 Vanacker 2638
10:00-11:15 Mann 3165 Nadi 4656 French 2498
11:30-12:45 Endless 4230 Jacob 4332 Knapp 2497
1:00-2:15 Shuffelton 1734 Nadi 3389 M-O 2791
2:30-3:45 Wilson 4658 M-O 3991

MoWeFr
Instructors:

HONR D101
Holman Hutchins Rothleder Swanton Tomaselli Whidden Cornelius

8:15-9:05 1808 (06H) 1045 (03H)
9:20-10:10 1650 (07H) 6706 (15H)
10:25-11:15 1748 (08H) 1819 (09H) 3797 (13H)
11:30-12:20
12:35-1:25
1:40-2:30 2235 (10H) 3798 (14H) 1044 (01H)
2:45-3:35 1046 (04H) 1655 (02H) 2793 (12H) 1583 (05H)



Course Descriptions



John Felice Rome Center
Encountering Europe HONR 
216

Class Number: 4771
Section Number:  A1H-LEC Alt 16 Wk
Instructor: Dr. Anne Wingenter
Email: awingen@luc.edu
Days and Times: Wednesdays 2:30pm-5:30pm
Room: TBA
Section Description: This course will engage with contemporary debates on the origins 
and development of national identities and nationalist ideologies, using modern Italy as a case 
study. Although Italy has been a nation state since 1861, scholars across a variety of disciplines 
have argued that the political unification of the peninsula did not reflect a widespread Italian 
identity. Indeed, many living within the borders of the newly created state remained ignorant 
of or actively resisted such identification so that even the architects of Italian unification 
recognized a need to “make Italians.” Subsequent governments undertook various social and 
cultural policies aimed at instilling a sense of national community. This course will trace the 
fluctuating fortunes of national identity in Italy, focusing on four periods when major social, 
political and economic transformations have brought the issue into dramatic focus. After an 
introduction to theories of nationalism, we will examine Italian unification and early nation-
building efforts, the Fascist period, the “boom” years after WWII, and finally the rise in 
immigration of recent decades.

mailto:awingen@luc.edu


HONR 101: Western 
Traditions: Antiquity to the 
Middle Ages
An interdisciplinary team of professors examines works from a variety 
of disciplinary paradigms so that authors (such as Homer, Sappho, 
Plato, Phidias, and Chaucer) are encountered as teachers who help us 
to recognize and reflect on critical questions concerning the human 
condition. Students will examine the recurring questions the works 
pose to each other and to our own culture: questions about the 
nature of human existence and destiny, and the characteristic 
problems and possibilities of humanity's struggle for justice, search 
for truth, and hunger for beauty.  Written and visual expressions of 
these themes are examined in relation to the political and cultural 
background of each period: Ancient Greece and Rome, the Middle 
Ages, the Renaissance, the Enlightenment, the Romantic Period, and 
modernism.

This course is structured as three credit hours of lecture and three 
credit hours of seminar each semester.

The HONR 101 Lecture Course (class number 1042) will be held 
MoWeFr, from 12:35-1:25. See the Timetable for information on class 
numbers, times/days, and instructors of individual discussion groups.



HONR 203: The US 
Experience

Course Description: 
This course examines the formation and 
development of the United States. Focusing 
on selected topics, students learn how much 
is at stake in competing versions of the past. 
Students read influential political, literary 
and historical texts. Professors will introduce 
students to various ways of understanding 
the United States experience.



HONR 203: The US Experience

HONR 203A
Class Number: 1734
Section Number: 01H
Instructor: Prof. Amy Shuffelton (Philosophy)
Email: ashuffe@luc.edu
Days and Times: TuTh 1:00pm – 2:55pm
Room: Francis Hall 142
Section Description:  This course examines the American experience of education. All Americans get an 
education, though the education each of us ends up getting also has the effect of making us the unique 
persons we are. As one of the most universal and yet profoundly diverse and personal experiences 
Americans have, education offers a wealth of questions and avenues of inquiry. Throughout American 
history, schools have been important as places where children learn to move between the private life of 
families and the public life of participation in a democracy. They are the places where we become the 
Americans we are. This course will focus on how different groups experienced education throughout 
history, as well as on how some insightful individuals opened up new possibilities for what education 
could be. It will trace the history of education in the United States, beginning with the colonial 
experience and ending up in contemporary times, drawing on literature, philosophy, and films as well as 
more conventional historical sources to explore not just what happened but what the experience 
meant and felt like for Americans across time. Americans have always had bigger dreams for the 
experience of education than we have succeeded in realizing, and the course will also consider the 
successes and failures of our expectations, as well as where education might go in the years ahead.

mailto:ashuffe@luc.edu


HONR 203: The US Experience

HONR 203A
Class Number: 6689
Section Number: 02H
Instructor: Dr. tavis jules (School of Education)
Email: tjules@luc.edu
Days and Times: Thursdays 2:30pm – 3:45pm
Room: Francis Hall 142
Section Description:  Since the recent Black Lives Matter protests, leaders have called for a 
national conversation on race. This course introduces students to the history of race and 
ethnicity in the United States. We will draw insights from the fields of international relations 
and education to look at the American experience with race, racism, and ethnicity and how 
they have operated in American politics and culture. We will approach these issues from a 
comparative perspective, probing the experiences of differently racialized groups through an 
in-depth analysis of primary and secondary sources.

mailto:tjules@luc.edu


HONR 203: The US Experience
HONR 203B Class Number: 2170
Section Number: 01H
Instructor: Dr. Megan Sholar (Honors Program)
Email: msholar@luc.edu
Days and Times: MWF 10:25am – 11:15am
Room: Mundelein Center 611
Section Description:  “Women and Politics”
This course examines the role of women in political life. Our goal is to understand how and 
why women both shape and are shaped by politics and public policy in the United States. To 
achieve this, we will examine a set of inter-related questions: What strategies have women 
used to gain political power? How does gender affect public opinion and electoral behavior? 
Do women’s experiences as candidates and officeholders differ from those of men? Besides 
women's participation in the traditional spheres of what is considered politics—women as 
voters and politicians—are there other ways that women have become "political" actors? 
How do the political system and political culture influence women's access to power? How 
does the presence or absence of women in the policymaking process affect public policy and 
the quality of women's lives? How do sex and gender intersect with other dimensions of 
women’s identities, such as race, ethnicity, class, and sexuality? What barriers continue to 
impede women's full political participation and representation, and what—if anything—can 
be done to overcome these obstacles? To answer these questions, we will explore the 
transformation of women’s political participation in the United States from the colonial era to 
the present.

mailto:msholar@luc.edu


HONR 203: The US Experience
HONR 203B Class Number: 4231
Section Number: 02H
Instructor: Dr. Megan Sholar (Honors Program)
Email: msholar@luc.edu

Days and Times: MWF 11:30am – 12:20pm
Room: Mundelein Center 611
Section Description:  “Women and Politics” 
This course examines the role of women in political life. Our goal is to understand how and why women both 
shape and are shaped by politics and public policy in the United States. To achieve this, we will examine a set of 
inter-related questions: What strategies have women used to gain political power? How does gender affect public 
opinion and electoral behavior? Do women’s experiences as candidates and officeholders differ from those of 
men? Besides women's participation in the traditional spheres of what is considered politics—women as voters 
and politicians—are there other ways that women have become "political" actors? How do the political system 
and political culture influence women's access to power? How does the presence or absence of women in the 
policymaking process affect public policy and the quality of women's lives? How do sex and gender intersect with 
other dimensions of women’s identities, such as race, ethnicity, class, and sexuality? What barriers continue to 
impede women's full political participation and representation, and what—if anything—can be done to overcome 
these obstacles? To answer these questions, we will explore the transformation of women’s political participation 
in the United States from the colonial era to the present.

mailto:msholar@luc.edu


HONR 203: The US Experience
HONR 203B Class Number: 4658
Section Number: 03H
Instructor: Dr. Andrew Wilson (History)
Email: awilso@luc.edu
Days and Times: TuTh 2:30pm – 3:35pm 
Room: Mundelein Center 606
Section Description:  This course provides a synthesis of Irish-American history from the 
beginnings of emigration in the early eighteenth century to the present day. It includes extended 
analysis of the conditions in Ireland that led to mass migration and examines the Irish immigrant 
experience in the United States in terms of arrival and settlement, social mobility and 
assimilation, labor, race, gender, and politics. Special focus is given to Irish-American 
nationalism, particularly the transatlantic support for the Provisional IRA during the Northern 
Ireland Troubles. There will also be extensive analysis of the Irish-American contribution to the 
ongoing peace process in Ulster.

mailto:awilso@luc.edu


HONR 204: Science & 
Society

Course Description:
Through a problem-based pedagogy that employs 
methods of group learning, students will examine 
the ways natural science and social science can 
address a particular issue as well as the effects of 
science on society. Students will participate in a 
direct experience of scientific inquiry. They will 
learn fundamental cognitive and mathematical 
skills employed by scientists. They will 
demonstrate the capacity to make reasoned and 
ethical judgments about the impact of science on 
society. They will conduct group projects that 
address the needs of local communities, 
demonstrating the capacity to utilize scientific 
knowledge to promote the health and well-being 
of the individual, community, and society.



HONR 204: Science 
& Society

Class Number: 2638
Section Number: 03H
Instructor: Dr. Bastiaan Vanacker (School of Communication)
Email: bvanacker@luc.edu

Days and Times: TuTh 8:30am – 9:45am
Room: Francis Hall 142
Section Description: This course focuses on how scientific 
knowledge is being communicated through the media. The 
vast majority of the people obtain information about science 
not from reading scientific journals, but from consuming 
mass media. The course will provide students insights on 
how journalists cover scientific topics by focusing on how 
journalistic routines and practices shape the way scientific 
information is being (misre)presented to the public. Using 
theories from media research, we will assess the influence 
of these portrayals on audiences. Media coverage of issues 
such as climate change, crime, COVID-19, (mental) health, 
political polling, policing, natural disasters, economic crises 
will be used as case studies. 

mailto:rmorrison@luc.edu


HONR 204: Science 
& Society

Class Number: 3389
Section Number: 03H
Instructor: Dr. Ghazal Nadi (Honors Program)
Email: gnadi@luc.edu
Days and Times: TuTh 1:00pm – 2:15pm
Room: Mundelein Center 415
Section Description: “Climate Change, Development and 
Environmental Sustainability” This course reviews the 
science of global climate change and introduces students to 
social, political and economic factors that have contributed 
to climate change, and development. It provides students 
with the background and conceptual tools to understand 
global environmental challenges and questions. And the
degree to which communities, nations and global 
institutions have the ability to manage these problems, and 
offer solutions. Drawing on various disciplines including 
environmental science, anthropology, economics, sociology, 
and political science as well as different textual and visual 
sources, we will explore the global processes that impact the 
environment and the environmental sustainability 
movement.

mailto:rmorrison@luc.edu


HONR 204: Science 
& Society

Class Number: 4563
Section Number: 04H 
Instructor: Prof. Sarah Ali (Engineering)
Email: sali29@luc.edu
Days and Times: MWF 12:35pm – 1:25pm
Room: Francis Hall 142
Section Description: This is a high-level course designed for 
students in any academic major. In this course, students will 
examine various societal concerns regarding science, 
engineering and technology. Topics are various and not 
necessarily related to each other. They include, but are not 
limited to, Energy and the Environment, Human Health, 
Computing, Space Exploration, and Ethics in Science and 
Engineering. In the course, the student will be exposed to 
current engineering topics by leaning about machines and 
technologies that impacted our life and changed the course 
of history.

mailto:sali29@luc.edu


HONR 204: Science 
& Society

Class Number: 4564
Section Number: 05H
Instructor: Prof. Gordon Ramsey (Physics)
Email: gramsey@luc.edu
Days and Times: MWF 2:45pm – 3:35pm
Room: Mundelein Center 508
Section Description: “Physics of Music”
This course integrates the ideas and techniques of music and 
physics to better understand the nature and production of music. 
It will use the study of sound and musical instruments to 
introduce physics concepts and the method of scientific inquiry. 
We will begin with an introduction of musical form and styles. 
Since musical instruments are the mode of musical 
communication, we will study their properties and how they play 
a role in creating music. Physics concepts will be discussed, and 
the methods of science will be experienced to understand the 
technical aspects of instruments and acoustics. The learning 
modes consist of lecture, demonstration, group discussion and 
laboratory. Everyone will have a chance to apply the concepts 
learned in a final project, designed by the student and presented 
at the end of the course. There is a possibility that professional 
musicians will give guest lectures to present an artistic 
perspective to the musical material. 

mailto:gramsey@luc.edu


Area Studies: HONR 208 
Encountering Latin 
America & The Caribbean 
Course Description: 
This course introduces students to the history and culture 
of selected nations of Latin America and the Caribbean. 
Students will study significant ideas and events that have 
shaped this area. These might include, for example, 
indigenous cultures, colonization, slavery, race relations, 
independence and revolutionary movements, economic 
dependency and political instability. Students will examine 
the region's most significant historical, political and 
literary texts, including those written by Domingo F. 
Sarmiento, Jose Tomas Cuellar, Jose Marti, Rigoberta
Menchu, Mario Vargas Llosa, Jorge Amado, Sor Juana Ines 
de la Cruz, Gabriel Garcia Marquez and Octavio Paz. 
Students will also examine seminal art movements and 
artists of the region, including casta paintings from the 
19th century, religious iconography and Mexico's great 
muralists of the early 20th century.



Area Studies: HONR 208 
Encountering Latin America & The Caribbean 

Class Number: 3166
Section Number: 01H
Instructor: Dr. Megan Sholar (Honors Program)
Email: msholar@luc.edu
Days and Times: MWF 1:40pm – 2:30pm
Room: Mundelein Center 611
Section Description: This course provides an overview of Latin America and the Caribbean. Although 
there is a shared history of colonialism in the region, each Latin American and Caribbean state 
possesses unique political, social, economic, and cultural characteristics that help to define it. 
Utilizing perspectives from multiple disciplines, including political science, history, sociology, and 
literature, we will examine the transformation of the region since colonization and the major factors 
that have shaped Latin American and Caribbean societies. We will also discuss a number of problems 
that currently plague the region. In particular, we will focus on the following topics: the experience 
and legacy of colonialism; revolutionary movements and independence; authoritarianism and 
democratization; human rights; economic development and dependency; racial discrimination; 
LGBTQ+ rights; the status of women; the role of the church; and relations with the United States. 
Throughout the course, we will rely on current events to expand our understanding of contemporary 
Latin America and the Caribbean.

mailto:msholar@luc.edu


Area Studies: HONR 208 
Encountering Latin America & The Caribbean 

Class Number: 4155
Section Number: 02H
Instructor: Dr. Megan Sholar (Honors Program)
Email: msholar@luc.edu
Days and Times: MWF 2:45pm – 3:35pm
Room: Mundelein Center 611
Section Description: This course provides an overview of Latin America and the Caribbean. Although 
there is a shared history of colonialism in the region, each Latin American and Caribbean state 
possesses unique political, social, economic, and cultural characteristics that help to define it. 
Utilizing perspectives from multiple disciplines, including political science, history, sociology, and 
literature, we will examine the transformation of the region since colonization and the major factors 
that have shaped Latin American and Caribbean societies. We will also discuss a number of problems 
that currently plague the region. In particular, we will focus on the following topics: the experience 
and legacy of colonialism; revolutionary movements and independence; authoritarianism and 
democratization; human rights; economic development and dependency; racial discrimination; 
LGBTQ+ rights; the status of women; the role of the church; and relations with the United States. 
Throughout the course, we will rely on current events to expand our understanding of contemporary 
Latin America and the Caribbean.

mailto:msholar@luc.edu


Area Studies: HONR 
209 Encountering 
Asia

Course Description:
This course will introduce students to various regions in Asia 
and some of the fundamental components of Asian civilizations 
as they have evolved historically and persist in the modern 
world. Regions might include, for example, East, South and 
Southeast Asia. Students read representative literary, 
philosophical, theological and historical texts. They also study 
significant works of visual art. Instructors point out cross-
cultural linkages and influences within Asia, as a whole, as well 
as the distinctive characteristics of individual societies. As part 
of their broader encounter with Asia, students will study Asian 
forms of artistic and literary expression. For example, students 
may study Zen and the art of archery, Zen and the Japanese tea 
ceremony, Indian Bharat Natyam dance and its connection to 
Hindu theistic beliefs, or Chinese dance as an expression of 
Chinese cosmological beliefs. Students will study social, political 
and economic changes during the late traditional and the 
modern periods (16th to 20th centuries). Topics in popular and 
material culture might include popular art and folk beliefs. 
Topics in history and culture might include Indus valley 
civilization and the rise of Brahmanical Hinduism, the Maoist 
revolution in China, the colonial and postcolonial periods in 
South Asia and the transition to democracy in India. Students 
may read Midnight's Children in the context of Indian 
independence and partition.



Area Studies: HONR 209B Encountering Asia
Class Number: 3165
Section Number: 01H
Instructor: Prof. Harveen Mann (English)
Email: hmann@luc.edu
Days and Times: TuTh 10:00am-11:15am
Room: Mundelein Center 605
Section Description: This course will introduce South Asia and the South Asian diaspora through a study of its 
modern and contemporary English-language literature. While the beginnings of English-language literature in 
the Indian subcontinent date back to the mid-nineteenth century, it was the anti-colonial movement in the 
early- to mid-twentieth century that saw this literature come into its own; and it is the postcolonial and 
immigrant experiences of South Asians that have underwritten much of its excellence since then. So, focusing 
primarily on the issues of modern-day colonization, Independence and Partition, and globalization as 
depicted in selected novels, the course will investigate the portrayal of nation(ality), ethnicity, class and caste, 
religion, linguistic traditions, gender and sexuality, and migration in contemporary South Asian literature. In 
addition, the course will analyze the cultural bases of contributing literary techniques, including structure, 
language, narrative voice, and characterization among others, before we conclude with an examination of the 
role of South Asia on the modern world stage.

mailto:evalussi@luc.edu


Area Studies: HONR 209B Encountering Asia
Class Number: 6060
Section Number: 02H
Instructor: Prof. Richard Kim (Philosophy)
Email: rkim7@luc.edu
Days and Times: Wednesdays 4:15pm – 6:45pm
Room: Mundelein Center 605
Section Description: This course examines central philosophical traditions in the classical Chinese (pre-Qin) 
period, with a focus on ethical issues. Among the classical texts we will examine are the Analects, Mencius, 
and Xunzi (Confucianism), Daodejing and Zhuangzi (Daoism), Mozi (Mohism), and Han Feizi (Legalism).

In examining these texts we will explore a number of key philosophical issues: (1) What is the nature of the 
good life? (2) What virtues are necessary to live well? (3) How should we organize society? (4) Is reason or 
emotion more fundamental to the good life?

mailto:rkim7@luc.edu


Area Studies: HONR 209C Encountering Asia
Class Number: 2474
Section Number: 01H
Instructor: Prof. Tracy Pintchman (Theology, Director of Global Studies Program)
Email: tpintch@luc.edu
Days and Times: TuTh 4:15pm – 5:30pm
Room: Crown Center 140
Section Description: This course will survey selected teachings, institutions, and practices of the 
major religious traditions of South Asia and East Asia placed in historical context. Materials covered 
will include the Hindu and Buddhist traditions of South Asia and the major literary religious traditions 
of China and Japan, including Daoism, Confucianism, and Chinese and Japanese forms of Buddhism 
such as Zen. The main objectives of the course are to grow in (1) factual knowledge about the Asian 
religions we will study this semester and (2) critical thinking skills about religion and culture as 
historically contingent, shaped by human actors, multidimensional, and encompassing many 
perspectives that may sometimes contradict each other.

mailto:tpintch@luc.edu


Area Studies: HONR 210 
Encountering Africa
Course Description:
This course introduces students to various regions in 
Africa and some of the fundamental components of 
African civilizations as they have evolved historically 
and persist in the modern world. These might 
include, for example, classical African civilizations, 
origins of the slave trade, agriculture, ethnicities, 
colonialism, nationalism, the modern state. Students 
read representative historical, political and literary 
texts and study significant works of visual art. 
Professors will introduce students to various ways of 
approaching the study of African nations and 
cultures. Students learn how to conduct research on 
unfamiliar topics.



Area Studies: HONR 210B 
Encountering Africa

Class Number: 4230
Section Number: 01H
Instructor: Prof. Brian Endless (Political Science)
Email: bendles@luc.edu
Days and Times: TuTh 11:30am – 12:45pm
Room: Mundelein Center 605
Section Description: This course provides students with an overview of the history, politics, economics, 
society, and culture of sub-Saharan Africa. Drawing on a variety of textual and visual sources, we will 
examine the transformation of the region from colonization to independence and the main factors that 
have shaped modern African societies. In particular, we will focus on the following topics: the 
experience and legacy of colonialism; revolutionary movements and independence; authoritarianism 
and democratization; economic development and dependency; the changing status of women and the 
family; humanitarian crises, including the impact of HIV/AIDs on the continent; and conflict and 
conflict resolution. To expand our understanding of contemporary sub-Saharan Africa beyond the 
textbook, we will also rely on both current events and African literature.

mailto:bendles@luc.edu


Area Studies: HONR 212 
The Middle East

Course Description:
This course introduces students to various regions in the 
Middle East and some of the components of selected 
civilizations in this region as they have evolved historically 
and persist in the modern world. Topics might include, for 
example, monotheistic religions, the Ottoman Empire, 
Islamic culture, creation of the modern system of states after 
the First World War; the place of women in Middle Eastern 
societies; urban and rural cultures; the political and 
economic consequences of water scarcity and oil wealth. 
Students read representative theological, historical, political 
and literary texts and study significant works of visual art. 
Professors from at least two disciplines introduce students to 
various ways of approaching an area with many languages, 
ethnicities, nation-states and religions. Students learn how to 
conduct research on unfamiliar topics.



Area Studies: HONR 212 
The Middle East
Class Number: 3391
Section Number: 02H
Instructor: Dr. Courtney Tomaselli (Honors Program)
Email: ctomaselli@luc.edu
Days and Times: MWF 1:40pm-2:30pm
Room: IC Room 112
Section Description: This course introduces the history of Islamic societies through their vibrant 
material culture. It presents Islamic art and architecture as a historical tradition and cultural 
catalyst that exchanged ideas with other cultures as it spread across Asia, Africa, and Europe 
from its seventh-century beginnings through the Early Modern period. The course is designed as 
an introductory survey that situates the art and architecture of Islamic societies within their own 
historical spheres: social, political, economic, philosophical, religious, and environmental. It will 
also critique the “cultural filters” that Western scholarship has traditionally applied to the study 
of Islam and Islamic art, including the preference for Eurocentric modes of representation and 
orientalism.

mailto:mkaya1@luc.edu


Area Studies: HONR 212 
The Middle East

Class Number: 4656
Section Number: 03H
Instructor: Dr. Ghazal Nadi (Honors Program)
Email: gnadi@luc.edu
Days and Times: TuTh 10:00am-11:15am
Room: Mundelein Center 415
Course Description: This course introduces students to contemporary history, culture, politics 
and society of the Middle East. Drawing on various disciplines including anthropology, history, 
literature, and political science this course explores the formation of the modern Middle East 
from the Arab Revolt against the Ottoman Empire during World War I to the Arab Spring and its 
aftermath. Topics include religion and culture, legacy of authoritarianism, politics of oil, 
revolutions and social movements, ethnicity and minorities, urbanization and the youth, role of 
women in society, as well as media, censorship and art in the Middle East.

mailto:gnadi@luc.edu


Area Studies: HONR 
216 Encountering 
Contemporary Europe
Course Description:
This course introduces students to selected 
areas and eras of Europe, including 20th and 
21st-century developments. Topics might 
include, for example, nationalism in the 
European Union, immigration, economic 
development and political interests. 
Professors will introduce students to various 
ways of approaching an area with many 
languages, ethnicities, nation-states and 
religions. Students learn how to conduct 
research on contemporary and historical 
issues. 



Area Studies: HONR 
216 Encountering 
Contemporary 
Europe

Class Number: 4332
Section Number: 02H
Instructor: Dr. Pryanka Jacob (English)
Email: pjacob@luc.edu
Days and Times: TuTh 11:30am – 12:45pm
Room: FRH 142
Course Description: In this course we will peek into the guilty heart of 
nineteenth-century Britain, discussing how Victorian literature grapples 
with the effects of urbanization on class society, the evils of imperialism, 
the evolving legalities of marriage and accompanying fear of bigamy, and 
the establishment of modern expectations around privacy, surveillance, 
and professional confidentiality. We will read detective, sensation, and 
Gothic fiction built around the unfolding of mysteries, as well as a 
traditionally realist novel in which secrets continue to play a pivotal role. 
Blackmail plots, illicit love affairs, hidden identities, and the violent 
deeds of empire lurk in the pages of British fiction. Considering literary 
techniques like suspense and theoretical terms like opacity, we will 
explore how the novel draws the reader into its secrets—and how, 
sometimes, it keeps its secrets to itself. Texts will include Wilkie Collins’s 
The Moonstone, excerpts from Georg Simmel’s “The Metropolis and 
Mental Life,” Helen Oyeyemi’s “if a book is a locked there’s probably a 
good reason for that don’t you think,” and Sherlock Holmes stories by 
Arthur Conan Doyle.

mailto:nsobe@luc.edu


ENGAGED 
LEARNING: 
HONR 290 The 
Literacy CENTER

Class Number: 1366
Section Number:  1HE
Instructor: Jacqueline Heckman
Email:  jheckma@luc.edu
Days and Times: MTWTh 5:30-7:30
Room: TBA
Course Description: This course satisfies the Core Engaged Learning-
Service Learning Internship requirement. It is open to second-
semester freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors, although 
incoming freshmen are always welcome to tutor as volunteers. 
Students tutor adult learners, most of whom are immigrants, 
refugees, or international visitors who want to improve their English 
linguistic skills. Students also tutor some native English speakers who 
are preparing for the GED or seeking to improve their literacy skills. 
The Center is open for tutoring M-Th evenings during the fall and 
spring semesters, from 7:00-9:30 pm. HONR 290 students tutor two 
evenings a week. In addition, there are 5 class meetings and a 6th 
session scheduled at 5:45 pm, just before tutoring hours. If students 
have never tutored at the Center, they must attend one evening of 
orientation. Students keep a weekly journal to reflect on their 
experiences and respond to assigned readings; examine a textbook 
and journal articles concerned with literacy, language, and adult 
education; submit ten of their journals and five short papers 
throughout the semester; prepare a final paper or project; and read 
and report on one additional text of their choice related to the work 
of the Center, to adult literacy, to the culture of their learners, or to 
any topic suggested by their tutoring experience.

mailto:jheckma@luc.edu


ENGAGED 
LEARNING: HONR 
290 - The Literacy 
CENTER
(3 credit hours-
Core credit)

Class Number: 1366
Section Number:  1HE
Instructor: Jacqueline Heckman
Email:  jheckma@luc.edu

The Loyola Community Literacy Center will be beginning its 32nd year of 
service to the community in Fall 2023. Come join us !
Meet our adult neighbors who come from many cultures and help them improve 
their literacy skills. This course offers an excellent opportunity for service 
learning and practical experience in tutoring adults in written and spoken English. 
We will be continuing to tutor online in Fall 2023 and may also return to our 
home in Loyola Hall, 1110 W. Loyola Avenue, for some in-person tutoring. 
Above all, we want to make sure that our tutors and learners will be safe.
No previous tutoring experience is necessary. This course satisfies the Core 
Engaged Learning-Service Learning/Internship requirement. It is open to second-
semester freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Incoming freshmen are 
always welcome to tutor as volunteers and take the course at a later date.
The Center is open for tutoring M-Th evenings during the fall and spring 
semesters from 7-9:30 pm when the university is in session. 3 credit hour students 
tutor two evenings a week. In addition, there are 5 class meetings and a 6th 
session.
Students who have taken this course have found it to be a challenging and 
exciting experience, even life changing as they help neighborhood adults improve 
their skills. More information can be found at www.luc.edu/literacy. Follow the 
links to "tutoring" and then "course credit tutoring" for a complete description of 
English 393 and Honors 290 (they are the same course)

mailto:jheckma@luc.edu


CAPSTONE: HONR 301
Moral Responsibility

Course Description:

• This course focuses on principles of ethical reasoning and 
individual moral responsibility in relation to contemporary 
issues. It is taught by professors of philosophy and 
theology.

• Students will acquire knowledge of the individual as 
moral agent, that is, one with the following attributes:

• Reflective: Carefully decides in the light of relevant 
values; paradigm cases will be analyzed

• Responsible: Takes personally the world's problems, 
such as poverty and oppression

• Confident: Knows that circumstance and education 
have given him/her the power to be effective

• Generous: Considers his/her abilities as gifts to be 
administered for the benefit of others

• Students will acquire knowledge of other persons, that is, 
students will come to recognize:

• Family and friends as the objects of love
• Those who suffer as the objects of compassion
• All humanity as the object of benevolence



CAPSTONE: HONR 301 
Moral Responsibility

Class Number: 2497
Section Number: 01H
Instructor: Prof. James Knapp (English)
Email: jknapp3@luc.edu
Days and Times: TuTh 10:00am-11:15am
Room: Mundelein Center 609
Section Description: “The Ethics of Vision” As cultural theorist W.J.T. Mitchell points out, “there have been times that the 
question ‘what is an image?’ was a matter of some urgency.” Considering the historical violence catalyzed by an opposition to
imagery—from Moses’ destruction of the golden calf to the Taliban’s effort to destroy sculptures of the Buddha in Afghanistan in
2001—Mitchell’s point is hard to counter. This seminar will consider the urgency of images—and the category of the visual more 
generally—as a problem for ethics. Opponents of the visual invariably argue that their position carries the force of a moral 
imperative. Plato argued vigorously against visual perception as an obstacle to truth; John Calvin held that “God's glory is 
corrupted by an impious falsehood whenever any form is attached to him,” and Emmanuel Levinas, among the leading ethical 
philosophers of the twentieth century, asserted that “The proscription of images is truly the supreme command of monotheism.”
On the other hand, advocates of the visual—from champions of the visual arts to the proponents of empirical observation—also 
describe the benefits of visual perception in ethical terms. According to Elaine Scarry, the visually beautiful work of art or nature 
edifies the viewer because “folded into the uneven aesthetic surfaces of the world is a pressure toward social equality.” Scarry’s
argument echoes a much older tradition, found in St. Bonaventura, who, writing in the 13th century understood the 
apprehension of the visual world as the road to a comprehension of God. In a different register, Descartes’ emphasis on “clarity
and distinctness” allowed the visual to take pride of place in the enlightenment by affirming that direct observation provides 
access to objective fact, to the truth. We will trace the origins of the relationship of vision and ethics in Presocratic, Platonic, and 
Aristotelian thought, through the religious controversies over the ethical value of vision in the Middle Ages, reformation, and 
Enlightenment, before concentrating on the way these controversies continue to resonate in our own moment. The story of the 
ethics of the visual will guide our reading throughout, by reference to selections from the philosophical and critical tradition.

mailto:wfrench@luc.edu


CAPSTONE: HONR 301 
Moral Responsibility

Class Number: 2498
Section Number: 02H
Instructor: Prof. William French (Theology)
Email: wfrench@luc.edu
Days and Times: TuTh 10:00am-11:15am
Room: Francis Hall 142
Section Description: This course explores "moral responsibility" as an ethical practice primarily in two challenging 
spheres of contemporary life: war and peace concerns and ecological concerns. Advances in technology, industry, 
and military weapons confront us with unprecedented new abilities for damaging human communities and for 
degrading significant portions of the planetary biosphere pushed by climate change and other trends. These 
capacities are new and are challenging many traditional religious and ethical assumptions about humanity and the 
scope of our responsibilities. We will examine Christian and Hindu traditions on war and peacemaking during the 
first section of the course. In the second section of the course we will examine the status of the contemporary 
scientific debates about the gravity of various trends—and the cultural, societal, economic and political reasons 
behind the continuing slowness of America to engage these ecological threats in a serious manner. We will 
concentrate on how emerging ecological threats and climate change concerns vastly expand our traditional 
understanding of our moral responsibilities. The expanding range of human powers to impact ecosystems, all 
habitats and species, and our climate patterns means that we have a corresponding expanding range of moral 
responsibility. We will look at various religious and philosophical traditions and see how they describe nature, how 
they evaluate nonhuman nature’s relationship to humanity, how they define “community” to include or exclude 
the nonhuman world, and how they relate or do not relate the “sacred” to the natural world.

mailto:wfrench@luc.edu


CAPSTONE: HONR 301 
Moral Responsibility

Class Number: 2791
Section Number: 03H
Instructor: Dr. Brandon Morgan-Olsen (Philosophy)
Email: bmorganolsen@luc.edu
Days and Times: TuTh 1:00pm – 2:15pm
Room: Mundelein Center 609
Section Description:  “The Philosophy of Human Rights”
The idea of a moral human right, with associated moral responsibilities, is incredibly influential in the modern 
world. This course will analyze this idea in depth, serving as an introduction to and exploration of issues in the 
philosophy of human rights. Throughout the semester, we will discuss how one ought to conceive of and justify 
human rights, guided by a close examination of various themes and controversies that surround these issues. In 
doing so, we will engage with three different theoretical approaches: an Individual Approach, which represents 
the contemporary liberal emphasis on the rights of individuals; a Community Approach, which represents 
various views (e.g., Confucian, Marxist, Communitarian) that prioritize social connectedness and the rights of 
groups; and a Marginalized Approach, which represents a family of views (e.g., feminist, anti-racist, 
intersectional) that privilege marginalized perspectives in addressing human rights issues. By the end of the 
course, we will be better equipped to answer questions such as: What is a (moral) human right? What 
connection is there between moral human rights and legal human rights? Which rights are genuine human 
rights? What does it mean for genuine human rights to be universal? What approach is the right one to take in 
thinking about human rights? Why has the idea of a human right been so influential? Should it be? How can 
thinking carefully about human rights help me in engaging morally with our modern world? 

mailto:bmorganolsen@luc.edu


CAPSTONE: HONR 301 
Moral Responsibility

Class Number: 3991
Section Number: 04H
Instructor: Dr. Brandon Morgan-Olsen (Philosophy)
Email: bmorganolsen@luc.edu
Days and Times: TuTh 2:30pm – 3:45pm
Room: Mundelein Center 609
Section Description:  “The Philosophy of Human Rights”
The idea of a moral human right, with associated moral responsibilities, is incredibly influential in the modern 
world. This course will analyze this idea in depth, serving as an introduction to and exploration of issues in the 
philosophy of human rights. Throughout the semester, we will discuss how one ought to conceive of and justify 
human rights, guided by a close examination of various themes and controversies that surround these issues. In 
doing so, we will engage with three different theoretical approaches: an Individual Approach, which represents 
the contemporary liberal emphasis on the rights of individuals; a Community Approach, which represents 
various views (e.g., Confucian, Marxist, Communitarian) that prioritize social connectedness and the rights of 
groups; and a Marginalized Approach, which represents a family of views (e.g., feminist, anti-racist, 
intersectional) that privilege marginalized perspectives in addressing human rights issues. By the end of the 
course, we will be better equipped to answer questions such as: What is a (moral) human right? What 
connection is there between moral human rights and legal human rights? Which rights are genuine human 
rights? What does it mean for genuine human rights to be universal? What approach is the right one to take in 
thinking about human rights? Why has the idea of a human right been so influential? Should it be? How can 
thinking carefully about human rights help me in engaging morally with our modern world? 

mailto:bmorganolsen@luc.edu

	Course Catalogue�Fall 2023
	Contents
	Registration
	Advising
	PROGRAM REQUIRMENTS��- You cannot use transfer credits (including AP credits) in lieu of Honors course requirements. ��- Students can take 203, 204, and the Area Studies courses in any order they desire.��- Students must earn a grade of C or better in each course to receive credit in the Honors program. ��- Students must have a cumulative GPA of 3.33 at time of graduation to receive the Honors distinction. ��- Education students are exempt from having to take HONR 203��- Engineering students are exempt from having to take HONR 204��-Honors students are given the opportunity to take 300-level history courses instead of a 100-level or Core History course
	Honors & Core���For more information:��https://www.luc.edu/honors/academics/thehonorsprogramandtheuniversitycore/ 
	Fall 2023 Timetable
	Course Descriptions
	John Felice Rome Center�Encountering Europe HONR 216
	HONR 101: Western Traditions: Antiquity to the Middle Ages
	HONR 203: The US Experience
	HONR 203: The US Experience
	HONR 203: The US Experience
	HONR 203: The US Experience
	HONR 203: The US Experience
	HONR 203: The US Experience
	HONR 204: Science & Society
	HONR 204: Science & Society
	HONR 204: Science & Society
	HONR 204: Science & Society
	HONR 204: Science & Society
	Area Studies: HONR 208 �Encountering Latin America & The Caribbean 
	Area Studies: HONR 208 �Encountering Latin America & The Caribbean 
	Area Studies: HONR 208 �Encountering Latin America & The Caribbean 
	Area Studies: HONR 209 Encountering Asia
	Area Studies: HONR 209B Encountering Asia
	Area Studies: HONR 209B Encountering Asia
	Area Studies: HONR 209C Encountering Asia
	Area Studies: HONR 210 �Encountering Africa
	Area Studies: HONR 210B �Encountering Africa
	Area Studies: HONR 212 �The Middle East
	Area Studies: HONR 212 �The Middle East
	Area Studies: HONR 212 �The Middle East
	Area Studies: HONR 216 Encountering Contemporary Europe
	Area Studies: HONR 216 Encountering Contemporary Europe
	ENGAGED LEARNING: HONR 290 The Literacy CENTER
	ENGAGED LEARNING: HONR 290 - The Literacy CENTER�(3 credit hours- Core credit)�
	CAPSTONE: HONR 301�Moral Responsibility
	CAPSTONE: HONR 301 Moral Responsibility
	CAPSTONE: HONR 301 Moral Responsibility
	CAPSTONE: HONR 301 Moral Responsibility
	CAPSTONE: HONR 301 Moral Responsibility

